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Chapter -1 


Mahabharata mentions about every comer of 
Bharatavarsha (which we now know as 
India) - its rivers, mountains, lakes, forests 
and constituent provinces and kingdoms. 
Mahabharata is full of travel narratives 
showing how ancient people travelled across 
Bharatavarsha connecting the places. 

Mahabharata begins with this introductory 
verse with the following meaning: - Having 
bowed down to Narayana and Nara, the best 
among men, and also to the goddess 
Saraswati, must the word Jaya be uttered. 
This is the first sloka (verse) in the first 
adhyaya (chapter) in the first parva (book) 
of the Mahabharata. (MBH.01.01.01). 



narayanam namaskrtya naram caiva 
narottamam 

devlm saras vatlm caiva tato jay am udlrayet 

Mahabharata is also the key to the revival of 
the Dharmic Civilization, as revealed in Adi 
Parva (1 st book), 56 th adhyaya and 33 rd sloka 
(MBH.01.56.33). This is also repeated in 
Swargarohana Parva, 5 th adhyaya and 38 th 
sloka (MBH. 18.05.38). 

dharme carthe ca kame ca mokse ca 
bharatarsabha 

yad ihasti tad anyatra yan nehasti na tat kva 
cit 

Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha - 

O Bharatarshabha, on these, what is not 
discussed here is not discussed anywhere. In 
other words, one may find a discussion, 
description or mention of Dharma, Artha, 



Kama or Moksha in many other sources. But 
all of them will be a copy or an extension of 
what is already discussed, described or 
mentioned in the Mahabharata. Mahabharata 
is thus a complete reservoir of everything 
that is discussed or described about Dharma, 
Artha, Kama or Moksha. Hence in the 
eventuality of a complete disappearance of 
our Dharmic Civilization from the face of 
the earth, it can be still revived completely 
using the information contained in the 
Mahabharata. Going one more step ahead, 
not only the Dharmic Civilization with its 
philosophy and traditions can be revived, 
even the geography with its place-names, 
can be renamed with the older names using 
the geographical data present in the 
Mahabharata, as this paper is going to 
reveal. 

Krishna Dwaipayana Vyasa the author of 
Mahabharata, was the visionary behind a 



United Bharata, which we now know as 
India. Vyasa was a great scholar and ascetic 
in the Bhrigu lineage with the greats like 
Parasara and Vasistha being his ancestors. 
Vyasa’s father Parasara was an astronomer 
and great grandfather Vasistha was a Vedic 
seer. Vyasa classified the Vedic corpus into 
Rik, Yajus, Sama and Atharva Vedas and 
earned title Vyasa, the classifier (of the 
Vedas). His own unique contribution, 
distinct from his forefathers was the The 
Kumkshetra War narrative, designated as an 
Itihasa (it happened thus). This work was 
named as Jaya. Vyasa’s knowledge of 
history, astronomy and the geography of 
Bharatavarsha got embedded into Jaya. 
Vyasa thus seeded a growing knowledge 
repository in the form of Jaya. This war- 
narrative called Jaya had 8800 verses, 
structured as a dialog between Dhritarashtra, 
the Kura king and his minister and aide 



Sanjaya. Dhritarastra’s sons participated in 
the war opposing the Pandavas and Sanjaya 
witnessed it. Vyasa, who fathered 
Dhritarashtra turned this war-narrative 
dialog into an Itihasa called Jaya. This Jaya 
became Bharata of 24,000 verses - 
structured as a dialog between Vyasa’s 
disciple Vaisampayana and Janamejaya, the 
great grandson of the Pandava Arjuna. 
Bharata then becames Mahabharata of 
100,000 verses, structured as a dialog 
between Ugrasrava Sauti and sage 

r 

Shaunaka. 

Jaya starts with astronomical observations 
and a geographical analysis of 
Bharatavarsha. Mahabharata mentions about 
every comer of Bharatavarsha (which we 
now know as India) - its rivers, mountains, 
lakes, forests and constituent provinces and 
kingdoms. Mahabharata is full of travel 
narratives showing how ancient people 



travelled across Bharatavarsha connecting 
the places. Vyasa, is thus the real visionary 
behind a United Bharata (much before the 
United India of 1947). 

Mahabharata is of 100,000 verses as 
revealed in this verse (MBH.01.56.13):- 
This consists of a hundred thousand shlokas 
composed by the son of Satyavati of pious 
deeds and of great mental power. 

idam satasahasram hi slokanam 
• • • 

punyakarmanam 

satyavaty atmajeneha vyakhyatam 
amitaujasa 

This is found to be true if we count the 
number of verses in currently available 
versions of Mahabharata and Harivamsa 
together. Mahabharata is having 84,879 
verses and Harivamsa is having 16,374 
verses, totaling to 101,253 verses. I am 



using the Bengal edition of Mahabharata for 
this verse count. Other editions too arrive at 
counts close to 100,000 verses. 

The image shown below (Figure 1) depicts 
the 18 books (parvas) of the Mahabharata as 
sphere with Harivamsa (the big blue sphere) 
in the background. Harivamsa is itself 
divided into three books (parvas) but is 
shown as a single sphere. The 18 
Mahabharata books are shown as spheres 
whose radius is proportional to the number 
of verses in each book. 
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Figure 1: The 18 Mahabharata Parvas and 
Harivamsa: A Size Comparison 

The biggest book is Santi Parva (12th book), 
the second biggest is Vana Parva (3rd book) 
and the third is Anusasana Parva (the 13th 
book). These three books contain a lot of 
philosophical materials, debates and 
conversations. The final books viz. the 



Musala Parva (16th book), the 
Mahaprastanika Parva (17th book) and the 
Swargarohana Parva (18th book) are the 
smallest Parvas. 

Another way of comprehending the size of 
Mahabharata is comparing it with other 
Samskrit texts. The image shown below 
(Figure 2) shows Mahabharata in 
comparison with the four Vedas, Ramayana 
and the major Puranas. Iliad and Odyssey, 
the two Greek epics too are brought into 
comparison. This gives an idea of the huge 
size of the Mahabharata and also indicate 
the difficulty anyone will face when 
searching for information such as 
geographical data from the Mahabharata. 
Skanda Purana appear big but it includes all 
the multiple texts that claims to be Skanda 
Purana 
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Figure 2: Mahabharata in comparison with the 
Vedas, Ramayana, Puranas and the Greek epics 

Parts of Mahabharata resemble the Vedic- 
Upanishadic corpus. Parts of Mahabharata 
resemble the Puranic corpus. The core Jaya 
is defined as an Itihasa. Mahabharata is thus 
a connecting link between Vedas and 
Puranas as indicated in this verse 
(MBH.01.56.15):- This is equal unto the 



Veda, is holy and excellent; is the worthiest 
of all to be listened to, and is Puranam 
worshipped by the Rishis. 

idam hi vedaih samitam pavitram api 
cottamam 

sravyanam uttamam cedam puranam 

rsisamstutam 
• • • 

Itihasa (thus it happened) is a more true a 
description for Jay a which narrates the 
Kurukshetra war, as seen by an observer 
(viz. Sanjaya), than for the whole of 
Mahabharata. Thus we have in verse (MBH. 
01.56.19):-This Itihasa is called Jaya. It 
should be heard by those desirous of victory. 
A king by hearing it may bring the whole 
world under subjection and conquer all his 
foes. 

jayo nametihaso ‘yam srotavyo vijiglsuna 



mahim vijayate sarvam satrums capi 
parajayet 

Geographical Data in Jay a 

Since Vyasa’s original work is Jay a, my first 
focus is to identify the geographical 
information confined within Jay a before 
exploring the rest of Mahabharata. This 
exercise is to find out the oldest 
geographical data found in the Mahabharata. 
However, since we do not have the original 
Jay a but only the Jay a retold by 
Vaisampayana and again retold by Sauti, we 
cannot guarantee that all of this data is 
absolutely the oldest. 

Expansion from Jaya to Mahabharata 

The image below (Figure 3) shows the 
internal structure of the Mahabharata. Of 
this, the inner core viz. Jaya, the Itihasa, is a 
dialog between Dhritarashtra and Sanjaya, 



containing the eye witness account of the 
Kurakshetra War. This is the original 
contribution of Vyasa. It is approximately 
located between Bhishma Parva (6th book) 
and Sauptika Parva (10th book). It will not 
contain Vyasa himself as a figure, unlike in 
the rest of Mahabharata. 



Figure 3: The internal structure of Mahabharata 
with Bharata and Jaya embedded in it 












The next layer is Bharata, which is a dialog 
between Janamejaya and Vaisampayana 
who narrates the Kurukshetra War and also 
the accounts of the births and lives of the 
Kauravas and the Pandavas and various 
other events in their lives leading to the war. 
Janamejaya is the great grandson of Arjuna 
who participated in the war and hence this 
narrative occurs 70 or more years after the 
war. Thus it is not a report of events as it 
happened before the eyes (Itihasa) but an 
account of what is known from olden times 
(Purana). Vaisampayana learned Jaya 
composed by his guru Vyasa and retold it to 
Janamejaya with what else he knew about 
Kauravas, Pandavas and Vyasa resulting 
into the 24,000 verses of Bharata. Vyasa’s 
Jaya is retold by Vaisampayana and hence it 
is no longer available in its original form but 
as embedded and dissolved in Bharata. 

Apart from Vaisampayana, Vyasa’s other 



disciples like Jaimini and Lomaharshana and 
Vyasa’s son Suka too is likely to have 
contributed to Bharata. 

This Bharata is finally retold by Ugrasrava 
Sauti (who is the son of Vyasa’s another 
disciple Lomaharshana), probably after a 
few more years to an assemblage of sages at 
Naimisharanya headed by sage Saunaka. 
Hence Bharata too is no longer available in 
its original form but as embedded and 
dissolved in Mahabharata. 

Since the Sauti too is mentioned in third 
person in the Mahabharata available to us, 
we must know that numerous other 
unknown contributors have added content to 
Mahabharata. It contains materials 
identifiable with Saiva, Vaishnava and 
Skanda Puranas. It contains information 
about various orthodox Brahmanical 
practices. It contains the history of the 



Nagas. It contains materials identifiable with 
the Vedas and Upanishads. 

Based on the fact that Gautama Buddha 
(born in 563 BCE) is not mentioned in 
Mahabharata, some scholars consider the 
currently available Mahabharata as fully 
complete by 600 BCE while others maintain 
that it was continuously modified until 
Gupta period (400 CE). Kurukshetra War, 
which is the subject of Jaya is varyingly 
dated to 950 BCE (BB Lai), 1792 BCE 
(Bhatnagar) and 3067 BCE (Achar) of 
which 1792 BCE date is promising due to its 
coherence with archaeo-astronomy, 
architecture and literature. 

All these dates have a bearing on the 
geographical data found in the Mahabharata, 
though dating is not the subject of this 
paper. For example a kingdom named Clna 
(China) is mentioned in the Mahabharata, 



which is connected with the Qin kingdom of 
China of 200 BCE. Based on the travel 
narratives in the Mahabharata, the kingdom 
Clna is locatable to the north-east of Leh 
(mentioned as Loha in Mahabharata). This 
would either mean that the name Clna 
entered into Mahabharata at 200 BCE or the 
kingdom Qin of China migrated from the 
north-east of Leh and had the name Clna 
before 600 BCE and Mahabharata was the 
first text to mention it. Similarly 
Mahabharata mentions about other foreign 
tribes like the Hunas, Khasas, Sakas and 
Yavanas. 

The start and end markers of Jay a 

Since the original Jaya has dissolved into the 
Mahabharata due to the retellings of 
Vaisampayana and Sauti, we can only guess 
about the start and end markers of Jaya in 
the Mahabharata. In the 2nd chapter of 



Bhlshma Parva (MBH.06.02.08) Vyasa 
gives a boon to Sanjaya (samjayaya varam 
dadau) to see the Kurakshetra War as it 
happens through his mind’s eye. Sanjaya 
then narrates it to Dhritarashtra. This can be 
taken as the start marker of Jay a. Similarly 
in the 9th chapter of the Sauptika Parva 
(MBH. 10.09.58) it is mentioned that soon 
after seeing the death of Duryodhana, 
Sanjaya lost his divine vision (pranastam tad 
divyadarsitvam). This can be taken as the 
end marker of Jaya. (Figure 4). 

However after giving the boon to Sanjaya, 
sage Vyasa talks to Dhritarashtra about the 
astronomical observations and other omens 
on the night before the start of the war. This 
information is used by some archao- 
astronomers to date the start of the 
Kurakshetra War, like the famous 
observation of the stars Arundhati and 



Vasistha: - arundhati tayapy esa vasisthah 
prsthatah krtah - (MBH.06.02.31). 


The start and end of Jaya 


Other Starts 


06.14 - BhTshma's Death - Sanjaya Return from Kurukshetra 
06.23 - Gita Start 


06.41 - After GTta End 

Start 

Vyasa's arrival to warn Dhritarashtra 
about the ill effects of Kurukshetra War 

06.02 

BhTshma Parva 


Jaya 

Sanjaya- 
Dhritarashtra 
Samvada 
8,800 verses 


End 


Death of Duryodhana and the loss of spiritual 
sight of Sanjaya 

10.09 


060 2.o8 

tasminn anicchati drasturp samgramarp srotum icchati 
varanam Tsvaro data samjayaya vararn dadau 


Sauptika Parva 

t-Mg cT^ Gf?J t 10 og 58 

tava putre gate svarge sokartasya mamanagha 

rsidattarn pranastam tad divyadarsitvam adya vai 


Upon his not wishing to see the battle but wishing to 
hear of it, Vyasa, that lord of boons, gave a boon to 
Sanjaya. 

06.02.08 Start Marker: Sanjaya gets Divine Vision 
06.05.09 Start Marker: Sanjaya starts dialog 


After thy son had ascended to heaven, I became afflicted with 
grief and the spiritual sight which the rishi gave hath been lost 
by me 

End Marker: Sanjaya looses Divine Vision 10.09.58 
Start Marker: Sanjaya ends dialog 10.09.58 


Sanjaya Dhritarashtra Dialog starts in Bhishma Parva and ends in Sauptika Parva 


The first words uttered by Sanjaya is from 
MBH.06.05.09 onwards (yatha prajnam 
mahaprajna bhaiman vaksyami te gunan) as he 
start speaking about earth, its living beings and 
its geography. This can also be considered as 
the start-marker of Jaya. Geographical data in 
Jaya starts here. But in this case, the 
astronomical observations of Vyasa which many 
scholars use to date the Kurukshetra War has to 
be treated as a preface to Jaya. 














Another start-marker is found at 
MBH.06.14.03 where after returning from 
Kurukshetra Sanjaya reports the death of 
Bhlshma to Dhritarashtra. Here 
Vaisampayana mentions Sanjaya in 1st 
person. 

samjayo ‘ham maharaja namas te 
bharatarsabha 

hato bhlsmah samtanavo bharatanam 
• • • • 

pitamahah 

If this is taken as the start-marker, both the 
astronomical data and the geographical data 
has to be treated as prefaces to Jaya. Going 
further the start of Bhagavat Gita, where 
Dhritararashtra asks Sanjaya about what 
happened in Kurukshetra where Kauravas 
and Pandhavas are assembled, can also be 
treated as the start marker of Jaya at 
MBH.06.23.01:- 



dharmaksetre kuruksetre samaveta 
• • 

yuyutsavah 

mamakah pandavas caiva kim akurvata 
samjaya 

Finally the first word uttered by Sanjaya 
after the Bhagavat Gita verses can be treated 
as the start-marker of Jay a, treating 
astronomical data, geographical data and the 
philosophical discourse (glta) as the three 
prefaces to Jay a. This is at MBH.06.041.01:- 

tato dhanami ayam drstva 

• Urn/ • • • • 

banagandlvadharinam 

punar eva mahanadam vyasrjanta 
maharathah 

Going by the first definition viz. Sanjaya 
getting the boon of divine vision (samjayaya 
varam dadau) as the start marker, we have 
the following structure of Jaya (Figure 5):- 



The Structure of Jaya 


Astronomical Observations 06.02.31 to 32, 06.03.11 to 17 

Geographical Data 06.06.12 to 06.13.37 

Philosophical Discourse - Bhagavat GTa 06.23.01 to 06.40.78 


Kaurava -* Drona 
Generals 

Kama 
Shalya 

Asvathama (Sauptika) 

Figure 5: The structure of Jaya 

Jaya is the narrative of the Kurukshetra war 
fought under the 5 generals (Bhlshma, 

r 

Drona, Kama, Shalya and Asvathama) of the 
Kum army. Currently in Mahabharata these 
appear as the five parvas of Bhlshma, 

r 

Drona, Kama, Shalya and Sauptika, which 
are the 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and the 10th books 
respectively. The observers were Sanjaya 
himself and probably the bards, spies and 
confidants working under him in the 


Jaya starts with astronomical observations and 
a geographical analysis of Bharatavarsha 











battlefield. Sanjaya narrated the war as 
observed by him and his accomplices to 
king Dhritarashtra, which was then compiled 
into an Itihasa kavya named Jaya by Vyasa. 
The concept of the boon of divine vision, 
which Vyasa provided to Sanjaya, formed 
the necessary pretext to render the Itihasa. 

The whole Globe as Island Sudarsana 

Bhlshma Parva, Jamvukanda Nirmana Parva 
is an information-repository on the 
geography of Bharatavarsha which also 
contains some rudimentary knowledge of 
the whole globe and the regions in Asia to 
the north of Bharatavarsha. Pandavas 
camped near Samantapanchaka for 
participating in the war. Vaisampayana says 
to Janamejaya: - Yudhishthira, the son of 
Kunti, caused tents by thousands to be set up 
according to rule, beyond the region called 
Samantapanchaka (samantapancakad 



bahyam sibirani sahasrasah karayam asa 

vidhivat kuntlputro yudhisthirah - 

MBH.06.01.06). The forces fought in the 

Kurukshetra War was collected from the 

Jambudvlpa region: - That area heated by 

the sun named Jambudvlpa mandalam, from 

there, this force was collected, O best of 

king (yavat tapati suryo hi jambudvlpasya 

mandalam tavad eva samavrttam balam 
• • • • • 

parthiva sattama - MBH.06.01.08). 
Dhritarashtra then says to Sanjaya: - Many 
heroic men have come to Kurujangala. I 
want to hear the details of the countries and 
cities from which the warriors has come. 
Tell me about the rivers, mountains, 
provinces and forests. 

MBH. 06.05.06 

bahuni ca sahasrani prayutany arbudani ca 
kotyas ca lokavlranam sametah kurujangale 



MBH. 06.05.07 

desanam ca parlmanam nagaranam ca 
samjaya 

srotum icchami tattvena yata ete samagatah 
MBH. 06.06.01 

nadlnam parvatanam ca namadheyani 
samjaya 

tatha janapadanam ca ye canye bhumim 
asritah 

MBH. 06.06.02 

pramanam ca pramanajna prthivya api 
sarvasah 

nikhilena samacaksva kananani ca samjay 

Sanjaya mentions about a circular wheel 
shaped Island named Sudarsana surrounded 
by Salt Ocean. It is mentioned as reflected in 
lunar disc. Two parts look like a Peepul tree 



and the other two look like a large hare 
(rabbit). 

MBH.06.06.12 

sudarsanam pravaksyami dvlpam te 
kurunandana, 

parimandalo maharaja dvlpo ‘sau 

cakrasamsthitah 
• • 

lavanena samudrena samantat parivaritah - 
MBH.06.06.14b 

sudarsana dvTpo drsyate candramandale - 
MBH.06.06.15b 

dvir amse pippalas tatra dvir amse ca saso 
mahan - MBH.06.06.16a 

This Circular wheel shaped Island named 
Sudarsana has a strong resemblance to the 
Polar Azimuthal Equidistant Projection of 
Globe. This projection was used by ancient 
Egyptians in connection with stellar maps. 



Textual record of its use by al-Biruni is 
attested in 11th century CE. Al-Biruni is a 
known scholar who studied / copied Indie 
knowledge. This projection of the globe can 
be seen in the UN Emblem as well. It is 
possible that an ancient Polar Azimuthal 
Equidistant Projection of the world existed 
and this information got recorded in the 
Mahabharata through the words of Sanjaya. 

In this projection, Antarctica will be shaped 
like a circular wheel. The two Peepul tree 
shaped parts are Africa and South America 
and the two rabbit shaped parts are Eurasia 
and North America. Sanjaya being a laymen 
(not a true geographer) sure has confused 
one of the rabbit shaped part (North 
America) with the rabbit shaped dark mark 
on the moon. 




❖ Sanjaya mentions about a circular wheel shaped Island named Sudarsana surrounded by salt 
ocean. Reflected in Lunar disc. Two parts look like a peepul tree, other two look like a large 

hare (rabbit) 

❖ sudarsanarn pravaksyami dvTpam te kurunandana, parimandalo maharaja dvlpo 'sau cakrasarpsthitah -06.06.12 
♦> lavanena samudrena samantat parivaritah -06.06.14b 

❖ sudarsana dvlpo drsyate candramandale-- 06.06.15b 

❖ dvir arpse pippalas tatra dvir arpse ca saso mahan - 06.06.16a 



Strong resemblance to Polar Azimuthal 
Equidistant Projection of Globe 


> In this projection, Antarctica will be shaped like a circular wheel 

> Used by ancient Egyptians in connection with stellar maps 

> Textual record of its use by al-Biruni in 11 th century CE 

> Al-Biruni is a known scholar who studied / copied Indie knowledge 

> Can be seen in UN Emblem 


Polar azimuthal equidistant projection of Globe 


Figure 6: Circular wheel shaped Island named 
Sudarsana, with strong resemblance to the Polar 
Azimuthal Equidistant Projection of Globe 

The Six Kula-Parvatas (Mountain 
Ranges) and the Seven Varshas 
(Regions) 

Dhritarashtra then asks Sanjaya to describe 
the portion resembling the rabbit in detail 
(MBH.06.07.01). This rabbit portions turns 
out to be Asia, especially the regions north 






of Bharatavarsha up to the Arctic Ocean, 
containing mountain ranges spread in the 
east to west direction, like the Himalayas, 
the Kailasa ranges, the Kunlun Shan 
mountains, the Tien Shan mountains, the 
Altai ranges and the Sayan ranges. 

Sanjaya names the six Kula-parvatas 
(mountain ranges) in the rabbit shaped 
region spread in the east-west direction:- 

Himavan 

Hemakuta - also known as Kailasa 
Nisadha 

Nila - abounding with lapis lazuli - nllas 
vaiduryamayah 

Sveta - white as the moon - svetas ca 
rajataprabhah 

r 

Srhgavan - of all kinds of metals - 
sarvadhatuvinaddhas ca srhgavan 



MBH.06.07.03 


himavan hemakutas ca nisadhas ca 

• • 

nagottamah 

nllas ca vaiduryamayah svetas ca 
raj ataprabhah 

sarvadhatuvinaddhas ca srngavan nama 
parvatah 

These six mountain ranges divide the hare- 
portion into seven Varshas (regions) 

Bharata Varsha - extreme south - bow 
shaped 

Himavat V arsha 
Hari V arsha 

Ilavrita Varsha - central varsha 

r 

Sveta Varsha 



Hiranyaka V arsha 

Airavata Varsha - extreme north - bow 
shaped 



The Six Mountain Ranges and 7 Regions (Varshas) 


Probable Geographical 
correspondence with Asia 

Siberia 


(Bow shaped) 
Airavata Varsha 


N.Kazak + N.Mongolia Hiranyaka Varsha 
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India 

Unreliable Data:- 
• Size of these entities 


Life expectancy of inhabitants of each Varsha 


Sveta Varsha 
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Hari Varsha 
Himavat Varsha 

Bharata Varsha 
(Bow shaped) 


Figure 7: The Six Mountain Ranges and Seven 
Regions mapped to Asia 

The figure 7 shows that there is a good 
correspondence between Sanjaya’s 
narratives of the six mountains and the 
seven regions to the mountains and regions 
of Asia, especially the bow shaped southern 














region viz. Bharata Varsha (India) and the 
bow shaped northern region Airavata Varsha 
(Siberia). The relevant verses used for the 
identification are given below 

MBH.06.07.06 

idam tu bharatam varsam tato haimavatam 
• • • • • 

param 

hemakutat param caiva harivarsam 

• JL • • • 

pracaksate 

MBH.06.07.35 

nllotparataram svetam svetad hairanyakam 
param 

varsam airavatam nama tatah srhgavatah 
param 

MBH.06.07.36 

dhanuhsamsthe maharaia dve varse 

• • J • 

daksinottare 
• • 



ila vrtam madhyamam tu pancavarsani caiva 
ha 

MBH.06.07.39 


hemakutas tu sumahan kailaso nama 
parvatah 

yatra vaisravano raja guhyakaih saha modate 

Bharata Varsha (approximately the India 
of current times) is defined as the bow 
shaped region to the south of the 
Himalayas. The bow shape here is the 
reference to the shape of the peninsular 
India. The northern ranges of the 
Himalayas in Tibet is named as 
Hemakuta alias Kailasa. In between these 
ranges is the valleys of Indus and 
Brahmaputra which is identifiable as the 
Himavat Varsha. Beyond Kailasa / 
Hemakuta is Hari Varsha which is easily 



identifiable as Tibet. The northern 
boundary of Tibet is the Kunlun 
mountain ranges (Kunlun Shan) which 
can be identified as the Nishadha 
Mountains. The mountain range to the 
north of Kunlun is the Tien Mountains 
(Tien Shan) which can be identified with 
the Nila Mountains. Between Tien Shan 
and Kunlun Shan is the Pamir Mountains 
and the lowlands surrounding it, 
identifiable to the Ilavrta region. Beyond 
Tien Shan in the north is the Altai 

r 

Mountains, identifiable to the Sveta 
Mountains. The region between Tien 
Shan and Altai containing Lake Balkash 
and the Dzungeria valley is identifiable 

r 

to the Sveta Varsha. Beyond the Altai 
Mountains we have the Sayan Mountains 
containing the plains falling in Mongolia 
and Northern Kazakhstan which is 



identifiable with the Hiranyaka Varsha. 
The Sayan Mountains (identifiable 

r 

Srngavan Mountains) form the southern 
boundary of Siberia (identifiable as the 
Airavata Varsha). 

Siberia too is bow shaped and fits 
perfectly well with the description given 
by Sanjaya. He says that the Varsha to 
the extreme south (i.e. Bharata Varsha) 
and the Varsha of extreme north (i.e. 
Airavata Varsha) are both bow-shaped 
(dhanuhsamsthe maharaja dve varse 
daksinottare -MBH.06.07.36). On the 
north of Sringavat and up to the margin 
of the sea, is the Airavata Varsha 
(uttarena tu srngasya samudrante 
janadhipa varsam airavatam nama tasmac 
chrhgavatah param - MBH.06.09.10). 
There the sun gives no heat (na tatra 



suryas tapati - MBH.06.09.1 la). The 
moon with the stars are the only source 
of light there (candramas ca sa naksatro 
jyotir bhuta ivavrtah - MBH.06.09.1 lb). 
The Arctic Ocean north of Siberia is 
described as the Milky Ocean, probably 
an eye witness account of the white 
colored ice-sheets covering the Arctic 
Ocean (To its north is the Milky Ocean 
where resides Hari of Vaikuntha - 
kslrodasya samudrasya tathaivottaratah 
prabhuh harir vasati vaikunthah sakate 
kanakatmake- MBH.06.09.15). 

The absolute and relative sizes of the 
Varsha’s mentioned in in many thousand 
Yojayas as well as the age of people 
living in each Varsha (running into many 
hundred years) are ignored as unreliable 
data. However the complexion of people 



living there is mentioned as white which 
is an accurate description of the people 
living in these regions to the north of the 
Himalayas. The color of the skin adapts 
to the low light conditions and become 
fairer in complexion. For an ancient 
traveler traveling from Bharata Varsha to 
northern regions up to Siberia, crossing 
the six mountain ranges and also the 
lowlands and plains lying between them 
(viz. the Varshas) it will be difficult to 
accurately measure the size of the 
Varshas or to ascertain the age of the 
people living there. Assuming that 
Sanjaya’s narrative is based on 
observation of such ancient travelers, we 
can reject the wild guesses on the size of 
the Varshas as well as the age of the 
people living in those regions. 



Regarding the people inhabiting the six 
mountains we have the following 
information. The Rakshasas live on the 
Himavat Mountains. The Yakshas 
(Guhyakas) live on the Hemakuta 
(Kailasa) Mountains. The Sarpas, Nagas 
and Gandharvas live on the Nishadha 
Mountains. The Brahmarshis live on the 
Nila Mountains. Devas and Asuras live 

r 

on the Sveta Mountains. The Pitris live 

r 

on the Srngavan Mountains. 
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Figure 8: The Mountains and Varshas in detail 
with names of inhabitants. 


MBH.06.07.48 

raksamsi vai himavati hemakute tu 

• • • 

guhyakah 

sarpa nagas ca nisadhe gokarne ca 
tapodhanah 


MBH.06.07.49 











devasuranam ca grham svetah parvata 
ucyate 

gandharva nisadhe saile nlle 
brahmarsayo nrpa 

srngavams tu maharaja pitfnam 
pratisamcarah 

Mahabharata mentions about many 
Rakshasas like Ghatotkacha living on the 
Himalayas. Hemakuta (Kailasa) 
Mountains with its Yakshas lies in 
southern Tibet and the Nishadha 
Mountains (Kunlun Shan) with its 
Sarpas, Nagas and Gandharvas lies in the 
northern Tibet forming its northern 
boundary. Mahabharata reveals that the 
Rakshasas, Yakshas, Gandharvas and 
Nagas were are genetically related tribes 
living on elevated mountains and 



plateaus. The culture of the Yakshas, 
Nagas and Gandharvas seems to have 
later given rise to the Tibetan culture. 

The Brahmarshis seems to have chosen 
the secluded heights of the Nila 
Mountains (Tien Shan) as their abode, 
who are probably the figures revered in 
the Chinese culture as the gods. Tien 
Shan in Chinese means the mountain of 
the heaven or the mountain of the gods. 
The Devasuras (Devas and Asuras) living 

r 

on the Sveta Mountains (Altai 
Mountains) is indicative of an Indo- 
European migration hotspot in the Altai 
regions as they migrated from the 
Sarasvatl region. The name Airavata 
given to Siberia is derived from the river 
name Iravati (Ravi River in Punjab). One 
among the many Naga tribes mentioned 
in the Mahabharata is Airavata Nagas 



described as living on the bank s of 
Iravati and Ganga rivers. They probably 
migrated to the Siberian region 
designating it as Airavata. 

Apart from the seven Varshas divided by 
the six mountains, in the rabbit-shaped 
dvlpa viz. Asia, two additional regions 
are mentioned by Sanjaya forming the 
two ears (karnau) of the rabbit (sasa) and 
lying adjacent (parsve) to the two 
Varshas in the north and south 
(daksinottare), viz. Airavata Varsha 
(Siberia) and Bharata Varsha (India). 

MBH.06.07.52 

yam tu prcchasi ma raj an divyam etam 
sasakrtim 

parsve sasasya dve varse ubhaye 

daksinottare 
• • 



karnau tu nagadvipam ca kasyapa 
dvlpam eva ca 

They are the Naga-dvlpa and Kasyapa- 
dvlpa. These can be identified with the 
ear shaped regions of Asia in the North 
East Asia and South East Asia. The 
North East Asia with the Kamchatka 
peninsula in Russia can be identified as 
the Naga-dvlpa and the South East Asia 
with the Malaysian peninsula can be 
identified as the Kasyapa-dvlpa. 

The name Naga-dvlpa when assigned to 
the North East Asia strengthens the 
probability of a Naga migration from 
Siberia to Alaska giving rise to the 
northern native tribes of the Americas. In 
human genome migration studies, the 
migration path of the M3 lineage 
originates close to the Iravati River, pass 



through Airavata (Siberia) and 
Nagadvlpa (NE Asia) and finally reaches 
the Americas, supporting this 
assumption. 

Sanjaya also describes the Malaya 
Mountains (the southern part of Sahya 
mountains in Kerala) separately as part 
of Asia (the rabbit shaped island). Its 
peaks are described as having the hue of 
copper (tamravarnah siro raj an srlman 
malayaparvatah etad dvitlyam dvlpasya 
drsyate sasasamsthitam — 
MBH.06.07.53). 

The Ilavrta region in detail 

Sanjaya has described the Ilavrta region 
in more details. In the Ilavrta region, 
between the Nila and Nishadha 
mountains lies the mountain Meru. 



Surrounding it are the four regions 
(Varshas) viz. Bhadrasva, Ketumala, 
Jambudvlpa and Uttarakuru (tasya parsve 
tv ime dvlpas catvarah samsthitah prabho 
| bhadrasvah ketumalas ca jambudvlpas 
ca bharata I uttaras caiva kuravah 

I * 

krtapunyapratisrayah - MBH.06.07.11). 
Uttarakuru is mentioned as lying to the 
north of Meru and Ketumala to the west 
of Meru (meros tu pascime parsve 
ketumalo mahlpate - MBH.06.07.29.a). 
Bhadrasva is mentioned as lying to the 
east - MBH.06.08.13). Jambudvlpa alias 
Jambu khanda is mentioned as lying 
there itself (jambu khandas ca tatraiva - 
MBH.06.07.29.b) implicitly to the south 
of Meru. We have already identified 
Meru with the Pamir Mountains. It is a 
mountain knot where many mountain 
ranges like Tien Shan (Nila) and Kunlun 



Shan (Nishadha) joins with the 
Himalayas. Mountain ranges radiates 
from the Pamir mountain complex in all 
four directions as shown in the figure 
below. 

Bhadrasva is then identifiable with the 
Tarim Basin to the east of Pamir. Tarim 
River flows through this region. 

Ketumala is identifiable with Tokharistan 
(Tushara) on the banks of Oxus River 
(Amu Darya). It consists of the low 



The llavrta Region with the Meru Mountain 


Sanjaya details out the central llavrta region containing the Meru Mountain in its center:- 
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Jambu DvTpa vs Bharata Varsha 

• Bhirata Varsha is south of Himalaya 
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• Jambu DvTpa = Jambu Khanda z Asia 

• Name Jammu-a relic of Jambu DvTpa? 


Figure 9: The llavrta Varsha with Meru 
Mountain in detail 


lands and plains to the west of the Pamir 
mountain complex, lying now in the 
northern Afghanistan, Turkmenistan, 
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan. 

Regarding Uttara Kuru we have another 
verse (daksinena tu nTlasya meroh parsve 
tathottare uttarah kuravo raj an puny ah 
siddhanisevitah - MBH.06.08.02). On 

















the south of the Nila Mountains and the 
northern side of Meru are the sacred 
Uttara Kurus. This Uttara Kuru is 
identifiable with the Alay Valley or the 
Fergana Valley. The identification of 
Uttara Kuru with Alay Valley is more 
suited if we consider the Alay Mountains 
to its north as part of the Nila Mountains 
(Tien Shan). The identification with of 
Uttara Kuru to Fergana Valley is 
appropriate if we consider the northern 
branch of Tien Shan (which is not 
connected to Pamir, but instead lies to 
the north of Fergana Valley) as the part 
of the Nila Mountains. The Mahabharata 
description of NTla Mountains is not 
detailed enough to decide between these 
identifications. 



Jambu DvTpa is explicitly mentioned as 
lying near Mem and implicitly to the 
south of Mem. Since the whole of Ilavrta 

5 

has to lie between Nishadha (Kunlun) 
and Nila (Tien) Mountains, this has to lie 
somewhere in the southern part of the 
Pamir mountain complex itself. But the 
place names like Jammu indicates that 
this region extended to further south up 
to Jammu and hence included the 
Kashmir Valley. 

There is another important point to note. 
The detailed description of Ilavrta with a 
central Mem region and regions defined 
diagonally to the east, west, north and 
south of Mem is not fully in harmony 
with the description of the seven 
horizontal bands of Varshas and the six 
mountain ranges spread in the east-west 



direction. These two descriptions seems 
to have come from two different 
geographical data sources which Sanjaya 
apparently blended together. 
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The Southern expansion of Jambu Dvipa definition. 
Jambu Dvipa as the:- 

• Region inside the Pamir mountain complex 

• Region south of Pamir up to Jammu 

• Region south of Pamir up to the hills (Nishadha) south 
of Ganga; Jambu Dvipa = Uttarapatha 

• Region south of Pamir up to the southernmost 
mountains (Malyavat) of Bharata Varsha; Jambu Dvipa 
= Bharata Varsha 


Figure 10: The southern expansion of the definition 

of JambudvTpa 


In the Mahabharata, the hilly terrain 
(around Gwalior) to south of Ganga river 
basin too is named Nishadha. In this 
different geographical data set with a 











central Mein and four regions 
surrounding it, we have to redefine 
Nishadha Mountains with this hilly 
terrain forming the southern boundary of 
the Ganga river basin. Then Jambudvlpa 
can be defined as the regions to the south 
of Pamir up to Ganga river basin, making 
it roughly same as what is later known as 
the Uttarapatha region. The positioning 
of the two other mountains viz. 

Malyavan and Gandhamadana near Mem 
too fall in place with this redefinition of 
Nishadha. 

Malyavan is mentioned as lying to the 
south of Nila and to the north of 
Nishadha (daksinena tu nllasya 
nisadhasyottarena ca prag ayato maharaja 
malyavan nama parvatah - 
MBH.06.07.07). Beyond Malyavan is the 



Gandhamadana (tatah param malyavatah 
parvato gandhamadanah - 
MBH.06.07.08a). Meru is mentioned as a 
golden mountain between the Malyavan 
and Gandhamadana Mountain s 
(parimandalas tayor madhye meruh 
kanakaparvatah - MBH.06.07.08b). 
Gandhamadana is varyingly identified 
with today’s Karakoram Range and also 
with the Kailas Range. Malyavan is 
varyingly identified with the Sulaiman 
range in West Pakistan and also with the 
southernmost mountains of India. 

With the Meru identified as Pamir and 
Malyavan identified as the southern 
mountains of India, Jambudvlpa becomes 
roughly same as Bharata Varsha. 

Many researchers has identified 
Jambudvlpa with the whole of Asia. But 



as we have already seen Sanjaya has 
never named the Asian continent but 
described it as an unnamed region having 
the shape of a rabbit, complete with two 
ears. We have also seen that Jambudvlpa, 
in its expanded definition may be 
identified with Bharata Varsha but in its 
restricted definition has to be identified 

within the Pamir complex itself to the 
south of Pamir (Meru), 

with the regions to the south of Pamir up 
to Jammu 

with the regions to the south of Pamir up 
to the Ganga river basin (Uttarapatha). 

Probably the source of the confusion is 
the following verses defining a 
hypothetical Jambuvrksha (Jambu-tree) 
to the south of Nila and to the north of 



Nishadha. This gigantic tree is named 
Sudarsana, not to be confused with the 
circular wheel shaped Island named 
Sudarsana representing the entire globe. 
This tree has to be understood as the 
Pamir / Meru mountain complex where 
many mountain chains like the 
Malyavan, Gandhamadana, Himalaya 
and Nila (Tien Shan), branch off like the 
branches of a gigantic tree. 

MBH.06.08.18 

daksinena tu nllasya nisadhasyottarena tu 

sudarsano nama mahan jambuvrksah 
sanatanah 

MBH.06.08.18 is a duplicate of 
MBH.06.07.07 defining the location of 
Malyavan Mountains to the south of Nila 
and to the north of Nishadha. 



MBH.06.07.07 

daksinena tu nllasya nisadhasyottarena ca 

prag ayato maharaja malyavan nama 
parvatah 

Regions in the north: - Ramanaka and 

Hiranmaya 

To the south of Sveta Mountains and to 
the north of the Nila Mountains, a region 
named Ramanaka is mentioned making it 

r 

synonymous to the Sveta Varsha 
(daksinena tu svetasya nllasyaivottarena 
tu | varsam ramanakam nama jay ante 
tatra manavah - MBH.06.09.02). This 
can be identified as the Dzungeria valley, 
bounded by the Tian Shan (Nila) 
mountain range to the south and the Altai 

r 

(Sveta) Mountains to the north. Its 
inhabitants are of white complexion and 



of handsome features. This is also a 
hotspot of IE migrations from Sarasvatl 
and a probable location of people who 
migrated to Europe. 

r 

On the south of Srngivat and to the north 

r 

of Sveta is the Varsha called Hiranmaya 
where is the river called Hiranwatl 
(daksine srhginas caiva 
svetasyathottarena ca | varsam 
hairanvatam nama yatra hairanvatT nadl - 
MBH.06.09.05). Srngivat Mountain has 
three beautiful summits. One is 
Manimayam (full of jewels) and another 
is Raukmam. There are houses on the 
mountain tops. The self-effulgent 
goddess Sandill resides here (tatra 
svayamprabha dev! nityam vasati sandill 
— MBH.06.09.09). Hiranmaya is thus 
synonymous to the Hiranyaka varsha 



mentioned before. It is identifiable with 
the Great Lakes Depression in Western 
Mongolia, full of lakes and rivers, lying 

r 

between the Sayan (Srhgivat) Mountains 

r 

in the north and the Altai (Sveta) 
Mountains in the south. 

The Mountains of Bharatavarsha 

Dhrtarashtra asks Sanjaya to narrate 
Bharatavarsha in detail. Sanjaya 
describes Bharatavarsha as the beloved 
land of Indra and Vaivasvata Manu (atra 
te vamayisyami varsam bharata bharatam 
I priyam indrasya devasya manor 
vaivasvatasya ca - MBH. 06.10.05) and 
many other rulers like Prthu, Vainya, 
Iksvaku, Yayati, Ambarlsa, Mandhatr, 

r m 

Nahusa, Mucukundasya, Sibi, AusTnara 
and Rsabha. Then he explains the seven 
Kula-Parvatas (the major mountain 



ranges) of Bharatavarsha. These are 

r 

Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya, Suktiman 
Rksavan, Vindhya and Pariyatra 
(mahendro malayah sahyah suktiman 
rksavan api vindhyas ca pariyatras ca 
saptaite kulaparvatah - MBH. 06.10.10). 



Pariyatra 






Mahendra 


Figure 11: The Seven Kulaparvatas of Bharatavarsha 

Malaya Mountain is the southern part of 
Western Ghats in Kerala. The northern part 






of the Western Ghats to the north of Malaya 
is Sahya mountain range. The parts of the 
Eastern Ghats in Orissa is the Mahendra 
mountain range. The mountains of 
Jharkhand is the Rksavan mountain range 
and the mountains of Bundelkhand is the 

r 

Suktiman mountain ranges, both to the south 
of Ganga river basin. The mountains to the 
north of Narmada is the Vindhya mountain 
ranges. The mountains in Rajastan currently 
known as the Aravalli range is the Pariyatra 
mountain range. 

The Rivers of Bharatavarsha 

The data containing the names of the rivers 
of Bharatavarsha is very dense and spread 
across 24 slokas from MBH.06.10.12 to 
MBH. 06.10.35. 

12 anye tato ‘parijnata hrasva 
hrasvopajlvinah 

arya mlecchas ca kauravya tair misrah 



purusa vibho 

13 nadlh pibanti bahula gangam sindhum 
sarasvatlm 

godavarim narmadam ca bahudam ca 
mahanadlm 

14 satadrum candrabhagam ca yamunam ca 
mahanadlm 

drsadvatlm vipasam ca vipapam 
sthulavalukam 

15 nadlm vetravatlm caiva krsna-venam ca 

• • • • • • • 

nimnagam 

iravatlm vitastam ca payosnlm devikam api 

16 veda-smrtim vetasimm tridivam iksu- 

• • • • 

malinlm 

kaflsinlm citravaham citrasenam ca 
• • • • • 

nimnagam 

17 gomatlm dhutapapam ca vandanam ca 
mahanadlm 

kausikim tridivam krtyam vicitram 
• • • «/ • • 

lohatarinlm 

18 rathastham satakumbham ca sarayum ca 



naresvara 

carmanvatlm vetravatTm hastisomam disam 
• • • • • 

tatha 

19 satavarim payosnlm ca param 
bhaimarathlm tatha 

kaverim culukam capi vaplm satabalam api 

20 niclram mahitam capi suprayogam 
naradhipa 

pavitram kundalam sindhum vaiimm 

1 •••• • J • 

puramalinlm 

21 purvabhiramam vlram ca bhimam 
oghavatTm tatha 

palasimm papaharam mahendram 
pippalavatTm 

22 parisenam asiknlm ca saralam 

• • • • 

bharamardinlm 

puruhim pravaram menam mogham 
ghrtavatTm tatha 

23 dhumatyam atikrsnam ca sucim chavim 
ca kaurava 

sadanlram adhrsyam ca kusa-dharam 



mahanadim 

24 sasikantam sivam caiva tatha vlravatTm 

• • 

api 

vastum suvastum gaurim ca kampanam sa 
hiranvatlm 

25 hiranvatlm citravatlm citrasenam ca 

• • • • 

nimnagam 

rathacitram jyotiratham visvamitram 
kapinjalam 

26 upendram bahulam caiva kucaram 
ambuvahinlm 

vainandim pinjalam vennam tungavenam 
mahanadim 

27 vidisam krsna-vennam ca tamram ca 

• ••• ••• • 

kapilam api 

salum suvamam vedasvam harisravam 
• • • • 

mahapagam 

28 slghram ca picchilam caiva bharadvajlm 
ca nimnagam 

kausikim nimnagam sonam bahudam atha 
candanam 



29 durgam antahsilam caiva brahma- 
medhyam brhadvatim 

caraksam mahirohlm ca tatha iambunadlm 

• • • J 

api 

30 sunasam tamasam daslm trasam any am 
varanaslm 

loloddhrta-karam caiva pumasam ca 
mahanadlm 

31 manavlm vrsabham caiva mahanadyo 

• • • • »/ 

janadhipa 

sada-niramayam vrtyam mandagam 
mandavahinlm 

32 brahmamm ca mahagaurim durgam api 
ca bharata 

citropalam citrabarham majjum 
makaravahinlm 

33 mandakinlm vaitaranlm kokam caiva 

• • • • 

mahanadlm 

suktimatlm aranyam ca puspaveny 
utpalavatTm 

34 lohityam karatoyam ca tathaiva 



vrsabhanginlm 

kumarim rsikulyam ca brahma-kulyam ca 
bharata 

35 saras vatlh supunyas ca sarva gangas ca 
marisa 

visvasya matarah sarvah sarvas caiva 
mahabalah 



The 

1. ganga 

2. sindhu 

3. sarasvatl 

4. godavarl 

5. narmada 

6. mahanadl 

7. satadru 

8. candrabhaga 

9. yamuna 

10. drsadvatl 

11. vipasa 

12. vipapa 

13. 

sthulavaluka 

14. vetravatl 

15. krsna-vena 

16. iravatl 

17. vitasta 

18. payosnT 

19. devika 


entire data when tabulated yields 
around 150 rivers. 


31. vicitra 

32. lohatarinl 

33. rathastha 

34. satakumbha 

35. sarayu 

36. cannanvat! 

37. vetravatl 

38. hastisoma 

39. disa 

40. satavarl 

41. payosnT 

42. bhaimarathl 

43. kaverl 

44. culuka 

45. vapl 

46. satabala 

47. niclra 

48. mahita 

49. suprayoga 

50. pavitra 


61. parisena 

62. asiknl 

63. sarala 

64. 

bharamardinT 

65. puruhl 

66. pravara 

67. mogha 

68. ghrtavatl 

69. dhumatya 

70. atikrsna 

71. sue! 

72. chavl 

73. sadanlra 

74. adhrsya 

75. kusa-dhara 

76. sasikanta 

77. siva 

78. vlravatl 

79. vastu 


91. kucara 

92. ambuvahinl 

93. vainandT 

94. pinjala 

95. venna 

96. tungavena 

97. vidisa 

98. krsna-venna 

99. tamra 

100. kapila 

101. salu 

102. suvama 

103. vedasva 

104. harisrava 

105. mahapaga 

106. sTghra 

107. picchila 

108. bharadvajT 

109. kausikT 
1 lO.sona 


1. das! 

2. trasa 

3. varanasT 

4. loloddhrta-kara 

5. purnasa 

6. manavl 

7. vrsabha 

8. sada-niramaya 

9. vrtya 

10. mandaga 

11. mandavahinl 

12. brahman! 

13. mahagaurl 

14. durga 

15. citropala 

16. citrabarha 

17. makaravahinl 

18. mandakinl 

19. vaitaran! 

20. koka 

21. suktimatl 

22. aranya 

23. puspaveni 

24. utpalavat! 

25. lohitya 

26. karatoya 

27. vrsabhanginl 

28. kumar! 

29. rsikulya 

30. brahma-kulya 



20. veda-smrti 

21. vetasinl 

22. iksu-malinl 

23. karisinl 

24. citravaha 

25. citrasena 

26. gomatl 

27. dhutapapa 

28. vandana 

29. kausikl 

30. krtya 


51. kundala 

52. vajinT 

53. puramalinl 

54. 

purvabhirama 

55. vlra 

56. bhlma 

57. oghavatl 

58. palasinl 

59. papahara 

60. pippalavatl 


80. suvastu 

81. gaurl 

82. kampana 

83. hiranvatl 

84. citravatT 

85. citrasena 

86. rathacitra 

87. jyotiratha 

88. visvamitra 

89. kapinjala 

90. upendra 


111 .candana 

112. durga 

113. antahsila 

114. brahma- 
medhya 

115. brhadvatl 

116. caraksa 

117. mahirohT 

118. jambunadl 

119. sunasa 

120. tamasa 


The Provinces of Bharatavarsha 

The data containing the names of the 
provinces of Bharatavarsha is similarly 
dense and is spread across 32 slokas from 
MBH.06.10.37 to MBH. 06.10.68. 

37 ata urdhvatn janapadan nibodha gadato 


mama 



tatreme kurupancalah salva madreya 
j angalah 

38 surasenah kalingas ca bodha maukas 
tathaiva ca 

matsyah sukutyah saubalyah kuntalah 
kasikosalah 

39 cedivatsah karusas ca bhoiah 
sindhupulindakah 

uttamauja dasamas ca mekalas cotkalaih 
saha 

40 pancalah kausikas caiva ekaprstha 
yugam-dharah 

saudha madra bhujingas ca kasayo 
‘parakasayah 

41 iatharah kukkusas caiva sudasamas ca 

• • • 

bharata 



kuntayo ‘vantayas caiva 
tathaivaparakuntayah 

42 govinda mandakah sanda 
vidarbhanupavasikah 

asmakah pamsurastras ca gopa-rastrah 
panltakah 

43 adi-rastrah sukuttas ca balirastram ca 

• •• •• ••• 

kevalam 

vanarasyah pravahas ca vakra vakrabhayah 
sakah 

44 videhaka magadhas ca suhmas ca vij ay as 
tatha 

anga vangah kalingas ca yakrl-lomana eva 
ca 

45 mallah sudesnah prahutas tatha mahisa- 

• • • • X • 

karsikah 
• • 

vahlka vatadhanas ca abhlrah kalatoyakah 



46 aparandhras ca sudras ca pahlavas carma- 

khandikah 
• • • 

atavl sabaras caiva maru-bhaumas ca marisa 
• • 

47 upavrscanupavrsca surastrah kekayas 
tatha 

kuttaparanta dvaidheyah kaksah samudra- 

niskutah 
• • • 

48 andhras ca bahavo rajann antargiryas 
tathaiva ca 

bahirgiry angamalada magadha 
manavarjakah 

49 mahyuttarah pravrseya bhargavas ca 
janadhipa 

pundra bhargah kiratas ca sudosnah 
pramudas tatha 

50 saka nisada nisadhas 

• • 

tathaivanartanairrtah 

• • 



dugulah pratimatsyas ca kusalah kunatas 
tatha 

51 tlragrahastara-toya rajika ramyaka-ganah 

tilakah paraslkas ca madhumantah 
prakutsakah 

52 kasmlrah sindhusauvTra gandhara 
darsakas tatha 

abhlsara kulutas ca sauvala bahlikas tatha 

53 darvlkah sakaca darva vatajama 
rathoragah 

bahu-vadyas ca kauravya sudamanah 
sumallikah 

54 vadhrah karlsakas capi kulindopatyakas 
tatha 

vanayavo dasa parsva romanah kusa- 
bindavah 



55 kaccha gopala-kacchas ca langalah 
paravallakah 

kirata barbarah siddha videhas 
tamralingakah 

56 ostrah pundrah sa sairandhrah parvatlyas 
ca marisa 

athapare janapada daksina bharatarsabha 
Southern Kingdoms 

57 dravidah keralah pracya-bhusika 
vanavasinah 

unnatyaka mahisaka vikalpa musakas tatha 

58 kamikah kuntikas caiva saubdhida 

• • 

nalakalakah 

kaukuttakas tatha colah konkana 
• • • • 

malavanakah 
• • 

59 samangah kopanas caiva kukurangada 

marisah 
• • 



dhvajiny utsava-samketas trivargah 
sarvasenayah 

60 tryangah kekarakah prosthah 
parasamcarakas tatha 

tathaiva vindhyapulakah pulindah kalkalaih 
saha 

61 malaka mallakas caiva 
tathaivaparavartakah 

kulindah kulakas caiva karanthah kurakas 
• • • • 

tatha 

62 mCisaka stanabalas ca satiyah 
pattipanjakah 

adidayah siralas ca stubaka stanapas tatha 

63 hrslvidarbhah kantlkas tanganah 
paratanganah 

uttaras capare mleccha jana bharatasattama 
Northern Kingdoms 



64 yavanas ca sa kamboja daruna mleccha 
j atay ah 

saksaddruhah kuntalas ca hunah paratakaih 
saha 

65 tathaiva maradhas clnas tathaiva dasa- 
malikah 

ksatriyopanivesas ca vaisyasudra kulani ca 
Non-kshatriya kingdoms 

66 sudrabhlratha daradah kasmTrah pasubhih 
saha 

khasikas ca tukharas ca pallava girigahvarah 

67 atreyah sa bharadvajas tathaiva 
stanayosikah 

aupakas ca kalingas ca kiratanam ca j atay ah 

68 tamara hamsamargas ca tathaiva 
karabhanjakah 



uddesa matrena maya desah samkirtitah 

• J • • • 

prabho 


When tabularized we get around 220 
kingdoms or provinces which covers every 
portion of Bharatavarsha. 


1. kuru-pancala 

31. jathara 

32. kukkusa 

61. mahisa- 
karsika 

91. pundra 

121.darvlka 

2. salva 

33. su-dasarna 

62. vahlka 

92. bharga 

122.saka 

3. madreya 

63. vatadhana 

93. kirata 

123.darva 

4. jangala 

34. kunti 

64. abhlrah 

94.sudosna 

124.vatajama 

5. surasena 

35. avanti 

95. pramuda 

125.rathoraga 

6. kalinga 

36. apara-kunti 

65. kalatoyaka 

96. Saka 

126.bahu-vadya 

7. bodha 

37. govinda- 
mandaka 

66. aparandhras 

67. sudras 

97. nisada 

127.sudamana 

8. mauka 

38.sanda 

68. pahlava 

98. nisadha 

128.sumallika 

9. matsya 

39. vidarbha 

69. carma- 

99. anarta 

129.vadhra 

10. sukutya 

40. anupa-vasika 

khandika 

lOO.nairrta 

130.karTsaka 

11. saubalya 

41. asmakah 

70. atav 

lOl.dugula 

131.kulinda 

12. kuntala 

42. pamsu-rastra 

71. sabara 

102.pratimatsya 

132.upatyaka 

13. kasi-kosala 

43. gopa-rastra 

72. maru-bhumi 

103.kusala 

133.vanayava 

14. cedi 

44. panltaka 

73. upavrsa 

104.kunata 

134.dasa 

15. vatsa 

45. adi-rastra 

74. anupavrsa 

105.tTragraha 

135.parsva 

16. karusa 

46. sukutta 

75. surastra 

106.tara-toya 

136.romana 



17. bhoja 

47. bali-rastram 

76. kekaya 

107.rajika 

137.kusa-bindu 

18. sindhu- 

48. vanarasya 

77. kuttaparanta 

108 .ramy aka- gana 

138.kaccha 

pulindaka 

pravaha 

78. dvaidheya 

109.tilaka 

13 9 .gopala-kaccha 

19. dasarna 

49. vakra- 
vakrabhaya saka 

79. kaksa 

1 lO.parasTka 

140.1angala 

20. mekala 

50. videhaka 

80. samudra- 

111 .madhumanta 

141.paravallaka 

21. utkala 

51.magadha 

niskuta 

112.prakutsaka 

142.kirata 

22. pancala 

52. suhma 

81. andhras 

113.kasmTra 

143.barbara 

23. kausika 

53. vijaya 

82. antargirya 

114.sindhu-sauvlra 

144.siddha 

24. ekaprstha 

54.anga 

83. bahirgiri 

115.gandhara 

145.videha 

25. yugam-dhara 

55.vanga 

84.anga 

116.darsaka 

146.tamralingaka 

26.saudha 

56. kalinga 

85. malada 

117.abhlsara 

147.ostra 

27. madra 

57. yakrl-lomana 

86. magadha 

118.kulutas 

148.pundra 

28. bhujinga 

58. malla 

87. manavarjaka 

119.sauvala 

149.sairandhra 

29. kasi 

59.sudesna 

88. mahyuttara 

120.bahlika 

150.parvatlya 

30. apara-kasi 

60. prahutas 

89. pravrseya 





90. bhargava 




Around 150 provinces are mentioned first, 
then 45 southern provinces, 10 Northern 
provinces and 15 provinces ruled by non- 
Kshatriya rulers are mentioned. 



The Northern provinces: 


1. yavana 

2. kamboja 

3. daruna 

4. saksaddruhah 

5. kuntala 


1. hunah 

2. parataka 

3. maradha 

4. clna 

5. dasa-malikah 


The Southern provinces:- 


1. dravidah 

2. keralah 

3. pracya-bhusika 

4. vanavasinah 

5. unnatyaka 

6. mahisaka 

7. musaka 

8. kamikah 

9. kuntika 

10. saubdhida 


1. nalakalakah 

2. kaukuttakas 

3. colah 

4. konkana 

5. malavanakah 

6. samangah 

7. kopana 

8. kukurangada 

9. dhvajini 

10. utsava- 
sarnketas 


1. kekarakah 

2. parasamcaraka 

3. vindhya 

4. pulakah 

5. pulindah 

6. kalkalaih 

7. malaka 

8. mallaka 

9. aparavartakah 

10. kulindah 


31. kulaka 

32. karanthah 

33. kurakas 

34. musaka 

35. stanabala 

36. satiyah 

37. patti-panjakah 

38. adidayah 

39. sirala 

40. stubaka 


31. stanapas 

32. hrslvidarbhah 

33. kantlka 

34. tanganah 

35. paratanganah 


Provinces ruled by non-Kshatriya 

rulers:- 


1. sudrabhira 

2. daradah 


1. pallava 

2. giri-gahvarah 


1. aupaka 

2. kalinga-kiratas 



3. 

kasmlrah 

3. atreyah 

3. 

tamara 

4. 

khasika 

4. bharadvaja 

4. 

hamsa-marga 

5. 

tukhara 

5. stana-yosikah 

5. 

kara-bhanjakah 



Chapter 2 


Geographical data beyond Jay a in the 

Mahabharata 

When we analyze the geographical data in 
the whole of Mahabharata beyond the Jaya 
portion, we will be able to find out the data 
distribution in each book (Parva) of 
Mahabharata. Each noun found in 
Mahabharata is analyzed and it is classified 
as the name of a place, such as a village, 
town, city, pilgrim places (tlrthastana), 
province, kingdom, region etc.) or as the 
name of a river, lake, mountain, mountain 
peak, forest or sea. The spectral analysis of 
each of these nouns are also done. This will 
show how many times these noun is 
repeated in each of the 18 books of the 



Mahabharata. This entire data is published 
in the author’s site AncientVoice. 



1 

Total 

Occurrences 

Name 

Occurrences in Each Parva 

2 

1 

Achutasthala 

001000000000000000 

3 

1 

Acyutasthala 

000000010000000000 

4 

2 

Ahicchatra 

200000000000000000 

5 

1 

Ahichatra 

000010000000000000 

6 

6 

Alaka 

111000001002000000 

7 

10 

Amaravati 

303010100000200000 

8 

2 

Amravati 

010000000000100000 

9 

1 

Atavi 

010000000000000000 

10 

1 

Avant 

010000000000000000 

11 

51 

Avanti 

0211625923020000000 

12 

1 

Avisari 

010000000000000000 

13 

2 

Avishthala 

000020000000000000 

14 

1 

Ayodhaya 

001000000000000000 

15 

24 

Ayodhya 

31 18 010000001000000 

16 

6 

Baranasi 

000000000003300000 

17 

10 

Bhogavati 

204020011000000000 

18 

3 

Bhojakata 

020010000000000000 

19 

2 

Bhutilaya 

001000010000000000 

20 

1 

Chhatravati 

100000000000000000 

21 

1 

Devaprastha 

010000000000000000 

22 

1 

Divyakutta 

010000000000000000 

23 

33 

Dwaravati 

665200001000360400 

24 

3 

Dwarka 

012000000000000000 

25 

14 

Ekachakra 

1102010000000000000 

26 

13 

Girivraja 

080000210001100000 

27 

1 

Gopalakaksha 

010000000000000000 

28 

1 

Gririvraja 

010000000000000000 

29 

4 

Hastina 

003000000000010000 

30 

14 

Hastinapore 

0 10 0000000000112000 

31 

3 

Hastinapur 

001010000001000000 

32 

89 

Hastinapura 

40 2 13 4 15 0027020003010 

33 

1 

Hiranyaparva 

100000000000000000 

34 

11 

Hiranyapura 

004130300000000000 

35 

36 

Indraprastha 

10 84441000001010300 

36 

6 

Janasthana 

002000201000100000 

37 

1 

Kahandavaprastha 

001000000000000000 

38 

4 

Kampilya 

100020000001000000 

39 

1 

Karavirapura 

000000000000100000 

40 

1 

Kevali 

001000000000000000 

41 

20 

Khandavaprastha 

11 80010000000000000 

42 

2 

Khandava-prastha 

100100000000000000 

43 

4 

Kundina 

003010000000000000 

44 

1 

Kusasthala 

000010000000000000 

45 

3 

Kusasthali 

011000000001000000 

46 

6 

Mahishmati 

030020000000100000 

47 

1 

Manimati 

001000000000000000 

48 

18 

Manipura 

5000000000000 12 0010 

49 

2 

Marti kavata 

001000100000000000 

50 

1 

Marttikavat 

000000000000000100 




























































51 

11 

Mathura 

180000000002000000 

52 

1 

Maticka 

001000000000000000 

53 

1 

Matrikavarta 

001000000000000000 

54 

2 

Meruvraja 

000000000002000000 

55 

58 

Mithila 

11 16 00000000 38 020000 

56 

1 

Mithilas 

000000000001000000 

57 

1 

Modapura 

010000000000000000 

58 

1 

Mohana 

001000000000000000 

59 

1 

Mrittikavati 

001000000000000000 

60 

4 

Nagapura 

000020010000010000 

61 

1 

Nagar 

000000000000010000 

62 

1 

Nagarupa 

000100000000000000 

63 

2 

Nirmochana 

000020000000000000 

64 

1 

Parnasala 

000000000000100000 

65 

1 

Patrana 

001000000000000000 

66 

1 

Pattana 

100000000000000000 

67 

1 

Paudanya 

100000000000000000 

68 

2 

Pragjyotish 

000010000001000000 

69 

16 

Pragjyotisha 

042040300001020000 

70 

29 

Pragjyotishas 

00000 16 12 00000010000 

71 

2 

Pramana 

002000000000000000 

72 

3 

Pramanakoti 

100000011000000000 

73 

1 

Prashthala 

000000001000000000 

74 

4 

Prasthala 

000003100000000000 

75 

2 

Pratisthana 

001010000000000000 

76 

1 

Purika 

000000000001000000 

77 

2 

Pushkaramalini 

020000000000000000 

78 

2 

Rajagriha 

100000000000010000 

79 

1 

Rajapura 

000000000001000000 

80 

1 

Rajpura 

000000100000000000 

81 

5 

Sakala 

010000040000000000 

82 

1 

Sakraprastha 

010000000000000000 

83 

1 

Salibhavana 

000010000000000000 

84 

1 

Sambhala 

001000000000000000 

85 

1 

Sanjayanti 

010000000000000000 

86 

28 

Saubha 

1020050100001000000 

87 

1 

Saubha's 

000010000000000000 

88 

1 

Sauva 

100000000000000000 

89 

2 

Shakraprastha 

000000000000000110 

90 

1 

Singhapura 

010000000000000000 

91 

1 

Souva 

001000000000000000 

92 

1 

Sravasthi 

001000000000000000 

93 

2 

Sringaverapura 

001000000000100000 

94 

6 

Sudharma 

110010000020000100 

95 

1 

Surabhipatna 

010000000000000000 

96 

1 

Takshashila 

100000000000000000 

97 

1 

Takshasila 

000000000000000001 

98 

1 

Takshyashila 

100000000000000000 

99 

16 

Tripura 

23 10 000000000100000 

100 

1 

Udayendu 

000000100000000000 






























































101 

25 

Upaplavya 

2001 10 1204410000000 

102 

2 

Uraga 

011000000000000000 

103 

1 

Varana 

000010000000000000 

104 

11 

Varanasi 

101020100001320000 

105 

50 

Varanavata 

37 12050112100000000 

106 

1 

Vardhamana 

001000000000000000 

107 

2 

Vetrakiya 

101000000000000000 

108 

7 

Vrikasthala 

000070000000000000 

109 

5 

Yugandhara 

001100210000000000 


Data on the forests mentioned in the 

Mahabharata 


Around 30 forests are identified and 
analyzed. 


Total Occurrences 

Name 

Occurrences in the 18 Books of Mahabharata 

4 

Aranya 

301000000000000000 

1 

Badari 

001000000000000000 

2 

Brinda 

000000000000200000 

1 

Brindavana 

000000000000100000 

1 

Chitraratha-like 

001000000000000000 

2 

Citraratha 

000000020000000000 

8 

Dandaka 

006000001000100000 

2 

Devadaru 

000000000000110000 

1 

Deva-vana 

001000000000000000 

3 

Dharmaranva 

000000000002100000 

1 

Dharmaravana 

000000000000100000 

16 

Dwaita 

207000121001000011 

2 

Dwaitabana 

002000000000000000 

18 

Dwaitavana 

00 16 110000000000000 

3 

Forest 

000000000002100000 

1 

Forest-life 

000000000001000000 

1 

Forests 

000000000000100000 

68 

Gandhamadana 

62 33 176311004400000 









































































1 

Gobhavana 

001000000000000000 

1 

Kamvaka 

001000000000000000 

48 

Kamyaka 

31 43 000100000000000 

1 

Kamvakas 

001000000000000000 

1 

KamvakaThat 

001000000000000000 

77 

Khandava 

42 246611 10 2000101010 

1 

Kuru-forest 

000100000000000000 

1 

Madhuvana 

001000000000000000 

2 

Mathara 

002000000000000000 

38 

Naimisha 

70 11 010108005500000 

21 

Nandana 

408010001002410000 

1 

Nandana-aardens 

010000000000000000 

1 

Nandava 

000000100000000000 

1 

Pilus 

000000010000000000 

1 

Sauaandhi-kanaka 

000010000000000000 

1 

Sauaandhika-vana 

001000000000000000 

1 

Sharyati 

000000100000000000 

28 

Vadari 

00801010100 12 500000 

2 

Vrindavana 

020000000000000000 


Data on the lakes mentioned in the 

Mahabharata 

Around 30 lakes are identified and analyzed 





















































Total Occurrences 

Name 

Occurrences in the 18 Books of Mahabharata 

1 

Amara-hrada 

001000000000000000 

7 

Brahmasara 

004000100000200000 

1 

Brahma-sara 

001000000000000000 

1 

Brahmasaras 

000000000000100000 

1 

Devahrada 

000000000000100000 

2 

Deva-hrada 

002000000000000000 

1 

Ganaahrada 

001000000000000000 

2 

Ganaa-hrada 

002000000000000000 

1 

Gavasiras 

000000000000100000 

2 

Hiranvasarah 

000000000002000000 

1 

Hrada 

000000000000000100 

1 

Jatismara-hrada 

001000000000000000 

1 

Kanva-hrada 

000000000000100000 

1 

Kausava 

001000000000000000 

2 

Lake 

000000000001100000 

2 

Lakes 

000000001000100000 

1 

Mahahrada 

000000000000100000 

2 

Maha-hrada 

001000000000100000 

1 

Mahatsara 

000000000000100000 















































1 

Mahahrada 

000000000000100000 

2 

Maha-hrada 

001000000000100000 

1 

Mahatsara 

000000000000100000 

22 

Manasa 

12200102000 10 400000 

1 

Manasarovara 

100000000000000000 

1 

Manasasarovara 

001000000000000000 

33 

Matanaa 

211010000001 27 00000 

1 

Pavana-hrada 

001000000000000000 

1 

Phalautirtha 

000000000000100000 

2 

Punya 

002000000000000000 

78 

Pushkara 

30 50 012113005 11 00001 

3 

Pushkaras 

002001000000000000 

1 

Ramahrada 

000000000000100000 

1 

Rama-hrada 

001000000000000000 

1 

Sarvadeva-hrada 

001000000000000000 

5 

Trinavindu 

002100001001000000 

4 

Vindu 

040000000000000000 

1 

Vindusaras 

000001000000000000 


Data on the mountain ranges and 
peaks in the Mahabharata 

Around 80 mountain ranges and peaks are 
identified and analyzed. Only a part of it are 

















































shown below. 


Total Occurrences 

Name 

Occurrences in the 18 Books of Mahabharata 

1 

Amara 

010000000000000000 

2 

Andhakara 

000002000000000000 

5 

Anjana 

010011200000000000 

1 

Anjanabha 

000000000000100000 

23 

Asta 

001011771104000000 

1 

Bhaaauanta 

010000000000000000 

1 

Bhasa 

000000000000010000 

1 

Brahma tunaa 

000000100000000000 

1 

Chakradwara 

000000000001000000 

1 

Cole 

010000000000000000 

1 

Dardduras 

010000000000000000 

1 

Dardura 

001000000000000000 

1 

Darduma 

000000000000100000 


Data on the geographical regions in 
the Mahabharata 


Around 60 geographical regions are 
identified and analyzed. Only a part of it 
are shown below. 


Total Occurrences 

Name 

Occurrences in the 18 Books of Mahabharata 


3 

Airavat 

000002001000000000 

2 

[ 1 

Andhakaraka 

000002000000000000 

Arvavarta 

000000000001000000 

1 2 

1 

Atharvana 

000000100000100000 

Audhido 

000001000000000000 

3 

1 

1 

Bhadraswa 

000002000001000000 

Bharatavarsha 

000001000000000000 

Bharatvarsha 

000001000000000000 









































































Data on the Tirthas in the 
Mahabharata 


Around 300 Tirthastanas (pilgrim places) are identified and analyzed. Only a part of it are shown 


below. 



Total Occurrences 

Name 

Occurrences in the 18 Books of Mahabharata 

1 

Aaastvavata 

100000000000000000 

1 

Aanidhara 

001000000000000000 

1 

Aanisiras 

001000000000000000 

1 

Aaniti rtha 

000000001000000000 

1 

Aanvadhana 

001000000000000000 

1 

Ahas 

001000000000000000 

1 

Aiswarya 

001000000000000000 

1 

Akshava-vata 

001000000000000000 

2 

Alamva 

110000000000000000 

1 

Amvumati 

001000000000000000 

1 

Anaianma 

001000000000000000 

1 

Analamva 

000000000000100000 

1 

Anaraka 

001000000000000000 

2 

Arantuka 

001000001000000000 

1 

Ardhakila 

001000000000000000 

1 

Arundhativata 

001000000000000000 

1 

AsmaDrishtha 

000000000000100000 

2 

Aswatirtha 

000010000000100000 

5 

Auddalaka 

001000003000100000 

1 

Ausanasa 

001000000000000000 

1 

Avimukta 

001000000000000000 

1 

Bhadrakameswara 

001000000000000000 

1 

Bhadratunaa 

001000000000000000 


Data on the Kingdoms in the 
Mahabharata 
































































Around 80 kingdoms are identified and 
analyzed. Only a part of it are shown 
below. 


Total Occurrences 

Name 

Occurrences in the 18 Books of Mahabliarata 

5 

Anarta 

000120020000000000 

3 

Anartta 

003000000000000000 

21 

Anaa 

942020000001300000 

1 

Banqa 

100000000000000000 

2 

Batsa-bhumi 

002000000000000000 

2 

Bhallata 

020000000000000000 

1 

Cedi 

000000010000000000 

37 

Chedi 

7 24 2112000000000000 

1 

Chin 

010000000000000000 

2 

China 

001010000000000000 

1 

Chola 

010000000000000000 

2 

Dantakura 

000010100000000000 

1 

Dasama 

000100000000000000 

2 

Dasamaka 

000020000000000000 

4 

Dravida 

001010020000000000 

8 

Dvaraka 

000000000400000400 

67 

Dwaraka 

10 9 14 140204004391510 

46 

Gandhara 

471243914001270100 

2 

Harataka 

020000000000000000 

4 

Harivarsha 

010003000000000000 

1 

Hari-varsha 

000001000000000000 

1 

Kairataka 

000000100000000000 

28 

Kalinaa 

732029221000000000 

1 

Kambhoia 

010000000000000000 





Detailed Maps of Bharatavarsha 













































































Based on the analysis of these extensive 
geographical data, detailed maps of 
Bharatavarsha are created at province 
level of details and at village, towns and 
city level of details. All of these are 
published in the author’s website 
AncientVoice and uploaded as reference 
maps in Wikipedia. The first set of maps 
is published in 2004 and the second set 
of maps in 2007. 
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Figure 12: Bharatavarsha Kingdom Map 













Figure 13: Bharatavarsha City Map - Northern 
Region 









Figure 14: Bharatavarsha City Map - Central 
and Western Region 
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The Bharatavarsha City Map 
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Figure 15: Bharatavarsha City Map - Eastern 

Region 
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Figure 16: Bharatavarsha City Map - South of 

Yindhya 


The Bharatavarsha City Map 
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Saurashtra, Anupa, Vidarbha, Daksina-Kosala, Odra, Kalinga, Asmaka, Konkana, 
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Figure 17: Bharatavarsha City Map - Extreme 

South 






Chapter 3 


The Travel Narratives: The 
Emergence of Bharata as a Union 

Travel Narratives connects one place with 
another revealing the travel networks 
crisscrossing Bharatavarsha. This shows 
how different parts of Bharatavarsha are 
inter-related. The flux of the ancient people 
and their movements within Bharatavarsha 
is revealed in these travel narratives, leading 
to a sense of Bharatavarsha as a common 
cultural and geographical union. This was 
the precursor to the nationhood of Bharata 
as we see today. Mahabharata is thus the 
foundation of India’s nationhood. 



The travel narratives in the Mahabharata can 
be classified into journeys from one place to 
another, circuitous pilgrimages usually 
around Bharatavarsha (Bharata-Paryatana) 
and Military Travels (Digvijayas and troop 
movements as part of battles). 

The following is a list of the major travel 
narratives in the Mahabharata:- 

Journeys 

Pandu’s journeys in Himalayas and stay at 

r 

Satasringa (Figure 18) 

r 

Pandava’s journeys in Satasringa, 
Haistinapura, Pramanakoti and Varanavati 

Pandava’s wandering from Varanavati to 
Ekachakra and Kampilya (Figure 19) 

Bhlma, Arjuna & Krishna’s travel to 
Magadha to kill Jarasandha (Figure 19) 



Pandava’s shift from Hastinapura to 
Kamyaka and Dwaita forests 

Arjuna’s travel in DevabhCimi as he went 
there seeking Pasupata weapon and divine 
weapons 

Pandava’s shift from Kamyaka to Virata’s 
city 

Arjuna’s travel to submerging Dvaraka and 
Return 

The final journey of the Pandavas - the 
Mahaprasthana 

Wanderings of Nala as described in the 
Nala-Damayanti sub narrative 

Wanderings of Satyavan & Savitri in a sub 
narrative 

Travels of Rama (in a crisp Ramayana 
embedded in the Vana Parva of 
Mahabharata) 




Major Travel Narratives of Mahabharata : Examples 


Kampilya to Hastina 


Avanti **“'’** 

1 

o fiyp trftoru 

nh* *r 


Hastina to Pramanakoti, Nagasata, Satasringa 


Figure 18: Pandu’s Digvijaya and his travel to 

r 

Satasmga Mountains 



BANGLADE! 


1 ApMMn4l 


Pandava's 

wandering 

from 

Varanavatito 
Ekachakra and 
Kampilya 


KAMXAAA fOfttSI 


war 


Bhima, Arjuna & Krishna's travel to Magadha 








Figure 19: Pandava’s journey from Varanavati to 
Ekachakra & Kampilya, BhTma, Arjuna & Krishna’s 
travel from Indraprasta to Magadha 

Pilgrimages 

1. Arjuna’s pilgrimage, circling 
Bharatavarsha as penance for seeing 
Draupadi in the chamber of Yudhisthira 
(Figure 20) 

2. Pilgrimages of Pulastya, Dhaumya 
and other sages circling Bharatavarsha 

3. Yushirthira’s pilgrimage circling 
Bharatavarsha from Dwaita-Kamyaka 
forests and returning back, while waiting 
for the return of Arjuna from Devabhumi 

4. Balarama’s pilgrimage along 
Sarasvati from Dvaraka to Kurukshetra 
while the Kurukshetra ware was taking 
place (Figure 21) 




Major Travel Narratives of Mahabharata : Examples 


Arjuna's pilgrimage circling Bharatavarsha 
from Indraprasta to Dvaraka 
Arjuna's return from Dvaraka to 
Indraprasta taking Subhadra 


Figure 20: Arjuna’s pilgrimage circling 

Bharatavarsha 








Figure 21: Balarama’s pilgrimage along 

Sarasvati 





Military Travels 


1. Raj asuy a Digvij ay a 

1. Arj una ’ s Digvij ay a to north 
(Figure 23) 

2. Bhlma’s Digvijaya to east 

3. Nakula’s Digvijaya to west 

4. Sahadeva’s Digvijaya to outh 

2. Asvamedha Digvijaya 

1. Arjuna’s military campaign 

circling Bharatavarsha for the post 
War Asvamedha 

3. Digvijaya 

1. Pandu’s Digvij aya after ascending 
the throne of Hastinapura (Figure 18) 

2. Bhlma and Arjuna’s Digvijaya 
after their military education (Figure 
22 ) 

3. Kama’s Digvijaya for the sake of 
Duryodhana while Pandavas were in 
exile 



4. Battles Movements 

1. Kuru-Pandava attack on Pancala 
to present Drupada as the preceptor’s 
fee to Drona 

2. Trigarta-Kaurava attack on 
Matsya while Pandavas were staying 
incognito in Matsya kingdom 

Arjuna’s attack on Kalakeyas during his 

stay at Devabhumi 


3. Deployment of Kura Pandava 
armies around Kurakshetra for the 
Kurukshetra War 




4. Figure 22: Bhima and Arjuna’s 
Digvijaya after their military education 





5. Figure 23: Arjuna’s Digvijaya to 
Northern Regions for Rajasuya 















Political Polarizations of Kurukshetra 
War, Reflecting in the Geography 


The table below summariz the political 
polarization of kingdoms participated in the 

Kurukshetra War. 


Political Polarizations Reflecting in the Geography 


Pandava Camp 

Kaurava Camp 


• 

Panchala 

• 

Mlechchas 

• Gandhara 


Haiyaya 


• 

Matsya 

• 

Rakshasas 

• Madra 


Bhoja 


• 

Chedi 

• 

Pisachas 

• Kekaya 


Andhaka 


• 

Kasi 

• 

Ladakas 

• Darada 


Dvaraka-Yadava 


• 

Vatsa 

• 

Tanganas 

• Kamboja 


Anarta-Yadava 


• 

Shivi 

• 

Andhrakas 

• Kashmira 


Surasena 


• 

Nishadha 

• 

Huna 

• Bhahlika 


Avanti 


• 

Karusha 



• Trigarta 


Dasarna 


• 

Kunti 



• Salva 


Malava 


• 

Magadha 

• 

Kekaya-rebels 

• Yavana 


Nishada 

• Kasi-rebels 

• 

Dravida 

• 

Anarta-Yadava-rebels 

• Saka 


Tamraliptaka 

• Magadha-rebels 

• 

Pandya 

• 

Asmaka-rebels 

• China 


Singhala 

• Chedi-rebels 

• 

Chola 

• 

Kosala-rebels 

• Sindhu 


Sudras 

• Matsya-rebels 

• 

Kerala 

• 

Kanchi-rebels 

• SauvTra 


Abhiras 

• Rakshasa-rebels 





• Kosala 


Anga 






• Videha 


Vanga 






• Hansapada 


Kalinga 






• Dasarekas 


Pundra 

Neutral 





• Kiratas 


Asmaka 









• Vidarbha 
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Figure 24: The polarization of Bharatavarsha as 
kingdoms sided with the Pandavas and 

Kauravas 


The kingdoms to the east, south and north of 
Kuru Rashtra, viz. Pancala, Matsya and the 
Rakshasas under Ghatotkacha supported the 
Pandavas. Pachala king Drupada was the 
father in law of the Pandavas. Matsya king 
Virata was the father in law of Arjuna’s son 
Abhimanyu. The kingdoms to the east of 
Pancala like Vatsa, Kasi, Kosala (rebels) and 







Magadha and the kingdoms to the south of 
Matsya and Pancala like Nishadha, Chedi, 
Kunti and Karusha too supported the 
Pandavas. Pandavas had marital illiances 
with these kingdoms. Chedi king 
Dhristaketu was a great ally. Magadha king 
Sahadeva too was a great ally. An alliance 
that Krishna made with the southern 
kingdom ofPandyas paid off as Pandyas, 
Keralas and Cholas supported the Pandavas. 
This could also be a later interpolation as it 
is not clear how the forces from far south 
reached the Pandavas in time. Apart from 
this, the rebel factions among the Yadavas 
under Satyaki who was a disciple of Arjuna 
supported the Pandavas. These forces were 
collected from Dvaraka, Anarta and eastern 
Kura (Kurujangala). The rebels among the 
Kekayas, viz. the five Kekaya brothers who 
lost the kingdom to cousin brothers much 
like the Pandavas lost their kingdom to the 



Kauravas, too supported the 
Pandavas. Rebels of Kanchi and Asmaka 
too supported the Pandavas. Some Kamboja 
warriors who fight on any side on receiving 
payment too supported the Pandavas. 

However the rebels from Magadha, Kasi, 
Matsya and Chedi, opposed to Magadha 
king Sahadeva, the Kasi king, the Matsya 
king Virata and the Chedi king Dhristaketu 
supported the Kauravas. Brihadbala, the 
main king of Kosala, supported Kauravas. 

The Rakshasa rebels like Amabusha 
opposed to Ghatotkacha supported the 

r 

Kauravas. The Madra king, Salya the 
maternal uncle of the Pandava twins, was 
forced to support the Kauravas. Main 
leaders of the Yadavas like Kritavarma 
supported the Kauravas. Almost all the other 
kingdoms in the west, north, east and south 
supported the Kauravas. The major allies of 
the Kauravas were the Trigartas, the Salvas, 



the Gandharas, the Sindhu-Sauviras, the 
Bahlikas, the Darada-Kambojas, the Anga- 
Vanga-Kalingas, the Avantis, the Dasamas 
and the Kiratas under king Bhagadatta. 

The many Yadava kingdoms, the Matsya 
kingdoms, the Rakshasa kingdoms and the 
kingdoms like the Kekaya, Magadha, Kasi, 
Kosala, Chedi, Asmaka, Kanchi where 
polarized within as they fought the war on 
both the sides. The kingdom of Vidarbha 
ruled by Rukmi stayed away from the battle. 
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